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Statement of intent

Conyers School & Sixth Form is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
every pupil, both inside and outside of the school premises, and is aware that abuse against
children can be inflicted by other children. We implement a whole-school preventative
approach to managing child-on-child abuse, ensuring that the wellbeing of pupils is at the
forefront of all action taken.

This policy sets out a clear and consistent framework for delivering this promise, in line with
safeguarding legislation and statutory guidance.

It will be achieved by:

Creating a culture of mutual respect amongst all pupils.

Teaching pupils about behaviour that is acceptable and unacceptable.

Identifying and making provision for any pupil that has been subject to abuse.
Ensuring that members of the governing board, the head of school and staff
members understand their responsibilities under safeguarding legislation and
statutory guidance, are alert to the signs of child-on-child abuse, and know to refer
concerns to the DSL.

e Ensuring that safeguarding policies and procedures are transparent, clear and easy
to understand for staff, pupils and parents.

The DSL is Mr Plows. In the absence of the DSL, child protection matters will be dealt with
by our Deputy DSL Mrs C Taylor.
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1. [UPDATED] Legal framework

This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and statutory guidance including, but
not limited to, the following:
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3. [UPDATED] Roles and responsibilities

The governing committee has a duty to:

e Ensure that the school complies with its duties under the above child protection
and safeguarding legislation.





https://www.npcc.police.uk/documents/Children%20and%20Young%20people/When%20to%20call%20the%20police%20guidance%20for%20schools%20and%20colleges.pdf
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The “sharing of sexualised imagery” can also constitute sexual harassment - this refers to
the consensual and non-consensual sharing between pupils of sexually explicit content,
including that which depicts:

Another child posing nude or semi-nude.

Another child touching themselves in a sexual way.
Any sexual activity involving another child.
Someone hurting another child sexually.

Staff will be aware that children creating, possessing, and distributing indecent imagery of
other children is a criminal offence, even where the imagery is created, possessed, and
distributed with the permission of the child depicted, or by the child themselves. Incidents
of sharing sexualised imagery will be handled in line with the Youth Product Sexual
Imagery Policy and the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.

Bullying
Many kinds of behaviour can be considered bullying, and bullying can be related to almost
anything.

Bullying is acted out through the following mediums:

Verbally

Physically
Emotionally

Online (cyberbullying)

Bullying will generally be handled in line with the Anti-bullying Policy; however, particularly
severe instances will be handled in line with this policy and the Child Protection and
Safeguarding Policy.

Online abuse

This involves the use of technology and the internet in order to harass, threaten or
intimidate another child. Instances of online abuse will be managed in line with this policy,
the Online Safety Policy and the Anti-bullying Policy.

Discriminatory behaviour

Discriminatory behaviour encompasses abuse inflicted on a pupil because of their
protected characteristics, e.g. religion, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, culture, or any
SEND. Discriminatory behaviour is never acceptable, and all cases will be handled in line
with this policy and the Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.

In accordance with the Equality Act 2010, schools will not tolerate unlawful discrimination
against pupils because of any protected characteristics they may have.
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Intimate partner abuse
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This involves a romantic partnership between children in which one or both partners are
emotionally, physically or sexually abusive to the other (sometimes known as ‘teenage

relationship abuse’). This could include:

e Repetitive insults.
[ ]
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The school will ensure that wider societal factors that exacerbate the problem of child-on-
child abuse are reflected in its approach to creating a preventative culture. This means that
individuals who are more likely to be abused, e.g. girls or LGBTQ+ pupils, or who are at
increased risk of acting as a perpetrator in abusive situations, e.g. due to abusive home
situations or anger management issues, are given additional support from an early stage.
The school will have a clear set of values and standards that will be upheld and
demonstrated throughout all aspects of school life and will be underpinned by the school’s
policies, procedures and curriculum.

The school will manage all early help and intervention for pupils that show early signs of
harmful behaviour, or early signs of being the victim of harmful behaviour, in line with the
Child Protection and Safeguarding Policy.

[New] Early help
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e Depression and low self-esteem

e Changes to their social group, e.g. spending time with older pupils, or social
isolation

e Alcohol or substance misuse

Where a pupil is displaying signs of being impacted by child-on-child abuse, or
perpetrating child-on-child abuse, staff will report this to the DSL as soon as is reasonably
practical.

Staff will challenge all instances of abusive or harmful behaviour displayed by pupils that
they witness or are reported to them. Staff will not wait for concerns or situations between
pupils to escalate before intervening; minor or singular instances of abusive behaviour will
still be brought to the attention of the DSL and the pupil will always be spoken to about
their behaviour and disciplined, where appropriate, in line with the Behaviour Policy.

Staff will enforce the school’s policy that no known and substantiated incident of abusive
or harmful behaviour between pupils will occur without consequences for the
perpetrator(s), although these consequences will be decided on a case-by-case basis and
will take into account the views of any victims involved, the context of the behaviour and
the severity of the incident.

Staff will be aware that just because a victim of abusive behaviour does not report the
behaviour or react to the behaviour negatively, this does not mean that the behaviour is
not still harmful; staff will be made aware that some pupils will be uncomfortable
challenging their peers on inappropriate behaviour, or may not be aware themselves that
the behaviour is abusive.

Staff will ensure that both the perpetrator(s), or alleged perpetrator(s), and the victim(s)
understand that such behaviour inflicted by or against them was unacceptable; staff will
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Taking action following a disclosure
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only happen when the victim wants it to, not because it makes it easier to manage the
situation. The school will provide a physical space for victims to withdraw to.

The school will be aware that victims may require support for a long period of time and will
be prepared to offer long-term support in liaison with relevant agencies. The school will
ensure that everything possible will be done to prevent the victim from bullying and
harassment as a result of any report they have made. If the victim is unable to remain in
the school, alternative provision or a move to another school will be considered - this wiill
only be considered at the request of the victim and following discussion with their parents.
If the victim does move to another school, the DSL will inform the school of any ongoing
support needs and transfer the child protection file.

Ongoing support for the alleged perpetrator
Any decisions made regarding the support required for an alleged perpetrator will be made
with the following considerations in mind:

e The terminology the school uses to describe the alleged perpetrator

e The balance of safeguarding the victim and providing the alleged perpetrator with
education and support

e The reasons why the alleged perpetrator may have abused the victim - and the
support necessary

e Their age and developmental stage

e What a proportionate response looks like

e Whether the behaviour is a symptom of their own abuse or exposure to abusive
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unreasonable or irrational for the school to make a decision about what happened while
an investigation is considering the same facts.

Disciplinary action and support can take place at the same time. The school will be clear
whether action taken is disciplinary, supportive or both.

Shared classes

Once the DSL has decided to progress a report, they will again consider whether the victim
and alleged perpetrator will be separated in classes, on school premises and on school
transport -
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Clear policies regarding how the school will handle reports of sexual violence and how
victims and alleged perpetrators will be supported will be made available to parents.

Safeguarding other pupils

Pupils who have witnessed sexual violence, especiallyp3tseape and assault by penetration, will
be provided with support. It is likely that pupils will “take sides” following a report, and the
school will do everything in its power to protect the victim, alleged perpetrator and
witnesses from bullying and ha3tseassment.



